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Annual Membership Banquet 
 

   The annual meeting of the Chamber was held on April 8 at the Prid-
geon Community Center.  Chamber Board Vice President Rayne Knight 
welcomed everyone to the banquet, and thanked the banquet sponsors - 

Best Western Franklin Inn 
& Suites (Platinum Spon-
sor), Luminant (Platinum),  
Twin Oaks Power (Gold) 
and Atmos Energy (Silver). 
   After a delicious dinner, 
Chamber Secretary/
Treasurer Jimmie McCul-
lough presented the 2010 
Recognition Awards.  The 

2010 winners are Sharon Elliot, Volunteer of the Year, Guaranty Title, 
Business of the Year and 5th grade sci-
ence teacher Rita Williams, Educator of 
the Year.  Representative Jim Dunnam 
presented each of the winners with a flag 
that had flown over the Texas State Capi-
tol.  Jonathan Glueck of Congressman 
Chet Edwards’ office presented each of the 
winners with a flag that had flown over the 
U.S. Capitol. 
   The 10-year anniversary of the Pridgeon 
Community Center was celebrated during 
the evening.  Jimmie McCullough ex-
plained how the Pridgeon Center was 
made possible due to a gift to the Cham-
ber from Lewis & Nayrue Pridgeon.  The 
members of the 1999-2000 Building Com-

mittee were recognized, as well as the 1999 and 
2000 Chamber Boards of Directors since these 
people were involved in the planning and con-
struction of the building.  Many door prizes were 
given throughout the evening to celebrate the 
anniversary: Lone Star Burger Bar - rib eye din-
ner for two, Dianne Schluter - Texas A&M Scent 
Warmer, Knuckleheads - $50 gift certificate & 
Franklin Lions shirt, Nelda Smith - oil painting, 
Mayor Charles Ellison - print of 
original painting, Sleep Inn & 

Suites – two one night stays in King Jacuzzi Suite, 
Representative Jim Dunnam – a print of the State 
Capitol, and M&M Farm Supply - $75 gift certificate.  
As a special gift, attendees were given a 64” Franklin 
Lion’s/Chamber of Commerce golf umbrella. 

   Rayne Knight and Jerry Baxter dis-
cussed the Chamber activities and pro-
jects during the year.  The landscape plan 
for the expansion of the Greenbelt area 
along U.S. 79 was displayed for everyone 
to see.   
   Ten Project Graduation high school 
students helped during the evening. They 
earned $800 in tips, which is much more 
than they have ever made at this event in 
the past. Project Graduation Students 

Community 
Leadership Meeting 

 

   On April 5, the Chamber hosted a meeting for the lead-
ers of the Franklin Community.  Dinner for the meeting 
was provided by First Star Bank.  Twenty community 
leaders attended the meeting, including County Judge 
Jan Roe, Mayor 
Charles Ellison, FISD 
Superintendent Bret 
Lowry and represen-
tatives from the City 
Council, Chamber 
Board, Franklin 4A 
and 4B tax commit-
tees, and the Franklin 
pastoral alliance. 
   The leadership 
meetings are not 
used for decision 
making, only for sharing ideas and suggestions on how 
the groups can work together to solve problems and plan 
for the future. 
   Judge Roe gave an update on the progress of the 
Courthouse Annex.  She explained how the County is 
working with the Texas Historical Commission to pre-
serve our history while allowing the growth of our county 
seat.  Restoration of the Courthouse is planned after the 
Courthouse Annex is completed. 
   Superintendent Lowry discussed the proposed side-
walk on FM 1644, which will extend from the high school 
to the four-way stop at Hearne Street.  The school district 
is awaiting approval from the Texas Department of 
Transportation before construction can begin.  Once ap-
proval is received, the project will be put out for bids.  Mr. 
Lowry stated that they hope construction of the sidewalk 
will occur this summer. 
   Chamber Board member Bob Ruth, who is a landscape 
architect, shared drawings he had prepared for the ex-
pansion of the landscaped area along U.S. 79 (the 
“Greenbelt”).  The plans include tree and shrub plantings 
in several areas along the highway, new Franklin wel-
come signs, and a kiosk for the El Camino Real de los 
Tejas Trail.  Limestone blocks will be used in the land-
scaped areas to provide a consistent theme throughout 
the Greenbelt.  Financing for this expansion will be 
sought through economic development funds. 
   Chamber Board member Jimmie McCullough reported 
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Rep. Jim Dunnam (far right) presented 
flags to Stephen Boykin, Sharon Elliott 

and Rita Williams 

Jimmie McCullough presents 
Martha Galick with one of the 

door prizes 

City Councilwoman Olivia Campbell, Mayor 
Charles Ellison, Chamber Board Member  

Jerry Baxter and Chamber Board  
Member Bob Ruth 
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LEAP OF FAITH DESIGNS 
 

EMBROIDERY, BLING, SPECIALTY T-SHIRTS, 
CAPS, BLANKETS,JACKETS, ETC. 

979-279-5552 or 979-204-6114 or 979-777-4013 or 
designsbyfaith50@aol.com 
Leslie Wilson  Dena Autrey 
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New Businesses . . . a symbol of growth and progress 

Ribbon cutting ceremonies were held on April 24 at 
Amigos Restaurant and TAME Hair Salon located on 
U.S. 79.  George Dixon (photo on right, center) from 
Rep. Jim Dunnam’s office attended the ceremonies. 

Leadership 
Cont’d from front page 

 

that the financial feasibility analysis for 
a hospital in Franklin has been com-
pleted.  The Economic Development 
Committee will soon meet to develop a 
marketing plan to distribute the results 
of the analysis.  The committee has 
already received requests from three 
hospitals for copies of the analysis. 
   Mayor Ellison reported that the City 
plans to build a basketball pavilion on 
the south side of the railroad tracks, 
across from Calvert Street.  However 
the project is currently on hold until 
additional 4B tax funds can be accu-
mulated. 
   City Councilwoman Olivia Campbell 
and Chamber Executive Director 
Peggy Baxter reported on a meeting 
they had with Charlie Mancuso regard-
ing establishment of a recycling center 
in Franklin.  Judge Roe discussed the 
need to have recycling centers county-
wide.  The City, County and Chamber 
will continue to work on this project. 
   The need for improvements to the 
City Park was discussed.  Tina Ely, 4B 
tax committee member, expressed 
concerns about the restrooms in the 
park.  Mayor Ellison agreed that rest-
rooms should be a priority. 
   Peggy Baxter showed sample ban-
ners for the light poles along U.S. 79 
so banners can be displayed year 
round.  The banners included welcome 
banners, Franklin Lion’s banners and 
patriotic banners.  Also included were 
banners to promote the historic court-
house square, the Carnegie Library, 
the Pridgeon Center, the El Camino 
Real de los Tejas trail and the Brazos 
Trail.  She will apply for Hotel Occu-
pancy Tax funds for the project. 
   Additional discussions included ex-
pansion of the Pridgeon Community 
Center and the need for a senior cen-
ter in Franklin. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony and open 
house were held on January 26 at 
Farm Bureau Insurance’s Franklin 
office at 402-B Decherd Street . 

  The Chamber co-hosted a Town Hall Meeting at the Pridgeon Community 
Center on April 22 to discuss ways Franklin can overcome community health 
problems such as the prevention of underage drinking, elimination of sub-
stance abuse and creation of programs for youth.   
   Judge Jan Roe was the moderator for the meeting.  Topics discussed in-
cluded signs and symptoms of drug abuse, drug trends, the Boys and Girls 

Club of Robertson County, the new Parent Resource Center to be started in Franklin, and 
new programs being 
implemented by 
Robertson County 
EMS.   
   The general con-
sensus of the audi-
ence was that Town 
 Hall Meetings of this  
 type need to be held  
 more often. 

Town Hall Meeting 

Panelists included RCEMS Director Chris Lamb, Municipal Court Judge Bobby Nickelson, 
FHS Principal Stacy Ely, Reynolds Elementary Asst. Principal Courtney Mason, City 

Councilman Ralph McKinney, City Councilman Ferman Richard and Sheriff Gerald Yezak 
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Visit www.franklintexas.com for 
upcoming events in the area. 


